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Those Who are Out Should be Brought In: History, Creation, and Need for Queer Space in Cities 

 

Cities are a place of play, a place of work, a place of exchange, a collection of people and the 

opportunity for a plethora of experiences. Throughout the decades of a city’s existence, historical 

events and groups of people have influenced the present nature of the city, but urban planning fails to 

recognize the marginal voices in this transformation. People of color, the impoverished, the political 

minority, and the uneducated, are groups that are commonly known and accepted as groups that are 

typically excluded from city plans; sexuality and gender are not. Heterosexist assumptions by urban 

planners have made spaces without regard to women, sexual minorities, and queer individuals 

ultimately creating issues such as the triple burden and the overriding of queer contributions to the 

city, leading to the total erasure of their equally important contribution to the function and prosperity 

of the city. Queer people have become some of the most open and cosmopolitan of people in the 

urban setting and their existence should be recognized and valued as an asset, especially in time of 

increasing diversity and incorporation of marginalized groups’ interests into modern planning. 

 

Effects of Heterosexist Planning 

Thinking in the gender binary, male planners have imposed their sexist views on the layout of the 

city considering only the perspective of the cisgender male. This has only exacerbated the spatial 

effects of the triple burden, “the amount of workload among women who are not only involved in 

economic activities, but are also burdened by the unequal share of unpaid domestic labour”(“Triple 
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Burden of Women”). The gender expectation of women previously included domestic work only. 

With a growing cost of living, women have also attained jobs to financially support their families in 

addition to caretaking.  

Heterosexist planners did not consider that the gender of a women would evolve or should 

evolve and have thus imposed this notion into the physical layout of a city, adding the third burden, 

distance, to the domestic labor (first burden) and employed work (second burden). These two 

expectations are then made more difficult by the physical distance between the two tasks. Schools 

may reside within the vicinity of the home, but work may be in the inner city. When time comes to 

pick up the children from school there is a distance a woman must travel. Schools and occupations 

were not thought to need to be placed in proximity. Gender has dictated the way cities should be 

planned. Instead, the city should be arranged so that any person can have an equal chance at 

expressing their gender freely and with facility. 

 A reason queer communities are not recognized/considered in urban planning visions is 

because their existence is a political controversy. Recognizing that there is a queer community is 

synonymous with accepting queer people and their contribution to urbanity. If planners believe that 

queer people do not exist and that their identity is a lifestyle choice it has no chance of becoming part 

of a city’s vision nor its history. Protests such as the Stonewall Uprising, have declared to the city 

that they have a right to city space and that there is a community around this identity.  

 

Queer Communities as an Asset 

Often dangerous for queer people to display their identity outwardly to the public in the daylight 

hours, queer people created their own night scene where they could be themselves. With awareness 

of these “scenes” spreading throughout the city, previously unpopulated and stale areas of the city 
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became populous and thriving with night life. Once these areas make it into the spotlight of 

municipal government, drastic investment comes into the area, developing it and overriding the 

initial purpose of the space. 

 A specific case to observe this phenomenon is Atlanta’s Midtown and Candler Park. These 

areas were vacated by white flight that spawned from the fear that African Americans were going to 

move in. This allowed for other marginalized groups to move in and in this case, it was queer people. 

Their devotion to making their own space led many to invest in the deteriorating housing stock and 

create an economy around the unmet demand for queer recreation and business. The expansion of the 

Atlanta transit system prompted the city to reconsider the Peach Tree Corridor (in Midtown Atlanta), 

and its attraction to the suburban population to come and see the diversity of the city (Burayidi 141). 

Gentrification overtook the community, the culture, and exploited the space that LGBT people 

created without any recognition. They defined the community “a priori” which can lead to “problems 

in locating them, and…  [planners] erect new boundaries and hard edges, although at new scales… 

[planners] should let people suggest them”(Whittle 58).  

In the case of the Peach Tree Corridor, city leaders only saw the aspects of the LGBT 

community they wished to erase. Queer nightlife is an essential component of queer life and is often 

the initial signs of the existence of a queer community, but to reduce the existence of queer life to 

nightlife is a mistake, and that is what developers did. There was no consultation with the 

community, no citizen engagement, and thus no knowledge of the assets the location already offered. 

High rises sprouted and the cost of living shot up; additionally, municipal forces enforced the closing 

of gay bars and queer spaces to clean up the image of the area. Situations like these display the need 

for more robust and inclusive preservation policy. A case like the Peach Tree Corridor in Atlanta is a 

case where the recognition of queer culture and contribution was dismissed and overwritten by 

municipal planning, but city leaders do not have to proceed this way. 
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Recognizing and Preserving Queer Communities 

Some characteristics of a potential queer space for night life are as follows: close to transportation 

nodes, near vacated buildings, and they are in places that are not on the mental map of the average 

person. These places exist in non-obvious, connected places so that queer individuals have a sense of 

safety while they are going, enjoying, and leaving the night scene. Vacated buildings are public sex 

environments for queer individuals to engage in acts of pleasure as an alternative to facing the 

prejudice of the outer world when showing this attraction publicly (Brown 14–15). On the surface, 

these locations appear to need cleansing, especially for those who disagree with queer people 

altogether, but there are several positives to spaces like this. This is a form of community organizing, 

a form of entrepreneurship, and a form of building/community rehabilitation. Queer communites 

introduce an uncommon culture to the city and add to its touristic value. 

 It is inherent that when a city advertises a queer community it knows that it is in fact an asset 

to the city – this act positively showcases queer culture. Through the appreciation of the queer 

community, the city opens it arms and welcomes queerness, recognizing queer people as 

stakeholders, and providing them equal opportunities of space making. No longer does queer night 

life need to be put away in grimiest of places but can belong along an important corridor in a major 

city without question. If politicians move beyond/accept the disagreements they may have with the 

queer community, cities would thrive with the innovative, challenging, and cosmopolitan nature of 

queer individuals. 

 It is the job of an urban planner to be both a community organizer and a politician. There are 

several voices at the table, and it can be difficult to establish a consensus among so many 

stakeholders whether that be identity-based groups, developers, politicians, and financial constraints. 

Among them there should be a strong consideration to consider the queer community and their 

differing gender and sexuality. There is something to be learned from such a fearless group, 
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constantly challenging normativity by simply being. If city leaders would recognize the contributions 

by queer community and give credit where credit is due, the city would become equal, equitable, and 

more inclusive.  

 

The city has many functions, but at the root, a city is where… 

… “we mix commerce with culture and pleasure. That close affinity is what cities are all about.” 

- Caesar Pelli (architect) 

 

 

 

 

Note: There are now several communites across the United States where queer people congregate 

and live. Municipal planners have allowed for these spaces to flourish and nourish the city for the 

tourism and revenue they generate for the city (Pride parade, liquor licenses, etc.), but these 

communities struggle with diversifying their own community. Gayborhoods are extremely white and 

consist of people who are middle to high income. Cities have done their part to allow for such a 

space, but cities see the same issues regarding race, socioeconomic status, and cultural differences in 

these very communities. Not only are these spaces less accessible to people of marginal identities, 

but also of families. Same-sex couples are less likely to have children compared to a heterosexual 

couple and couples with children cannot allocate as much income to rent as a couple with no children 

may be able to. A goal for municipalities is to not just ensure that queer spaces are available, but also 

to ensure that they are accessible to everyone.  
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